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To the President of the European Parliament 

David Maria Sassoli 

 

To the current and future  

Presidents of the European Commission 

Dr. h.c. mult. Jean-Claude Juncker and  

Dr. med. Ursula von der Leyen 

 

 

 

Europe, September 17th 2019 

New EU Commission and Research & Education 

in Europe 

 

 

Your Excellencies Presidents Sassoli, Dr. Juncker and Dr. von der Leyen, 

 

The candidates for the new EU commissioners were presented last week (Web link to 

press release). In the new commission the areas of education and research are not 

explicitly represented anymore and instead are  subsumed under the "innovation and 

youth" title. This emphasizes economic exploitability (i.e. "innovation") over its 

foundation, which is education and research, and it reduces “education” to “youth” while 

being essential to all ages. 

 

We, as members of the scientific community of Europe, wish to address this situation 

early on and emphasize both to the general public, as well as to relevant politicians on 

the national and European Union level, that without dedication to education and 

research there will neither exist a sound basis for innovation in Europe, nor can we fulfill 

the promise of a high standard of living for the citizens of Europe in a fierce global 

competition.  

 

President von der Leyen, in her mission letter to commissioner Gabriel (Web link to 

Mandate Letter), has emphasized that “education, research and innovation will be key 

to our competitiveness”. 

 

With this open letter we demand that the EU commission revises the title for 

commissioner Gabriel to “Education, Research, Innovation and Youth” reflecting 

Europe’s dedication to all of these crucial areas. We also call upon the European 

Parliament to request this change in name before confirming the nominees for 

commissioner. 

 
Please support this letter by signing up at http://www.futureofresearch.eu. 

 

Initial signatories follow in alphabetical order: 

 

 

 

 

https://www.uis.no/tn-fakultet/institutt-for-matematikk-og-fysikk/
https://www.uis.no/tn-fakultet/institutt-for-matematikk-og-fysikk/
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5542_en.htm
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5542_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/mission-letter-mariya-gabriel-2019_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/mission-letter-mariya-gabriel-2019_en.pdf
http://www.futureofresearch.eu/
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_____________________ 
Prof. Dr. Siegfried Bethke 

Max Planck Institute for Physics 

Föhringer Ring 6 

D-80805 Munich 

Germany 

Tel.: +49 89 32354 381 

Email: bethke@mpp.mpg.de 

   
 
 
_____________________ 
Prof. Dr. Nora Brambilla 

Technical University of Munich 

Physics Department 

85748 Garching bei Muenchen, 

Germany 

Tel.:   +49 89 28912 353 

Email: nora.brambilla@ph.tum.de 

 
 
 
_____________________ 
Prof. Dr. Aldo Deandrea 

Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1 

Bâtiment Paul Dirac 

4, rue Enrico Fermi 

69622 Villeurbanne Cedex 

France 

Tel.: +33 4 72448 233 

Email: deandrea@ipnl.in2p3.fr 

 
 
 
_____________________ 
Prof. Dr. Carlo Guaraldo 

INFN  

Laboratori Nazionali di Frascati 

Via Enrico Fermi 40 – 00044 

Frascati (Roma), Italy 

Tel: +39 06 94032 318 

Email: Carlo.Guaraldo@lnf.infn.it 

 

_____________________ 
Prof. Dr. Luciano Maiani    

L' Università degli Studi di Roma 

"La Sapienza"  

Dipartimento di Fisica 

Piazzale Aldo Moro 5, 00185 Roma 

Italy 

Tel: +39 06 49914 323 

Email: luciano.maiani@roma1.infn.it 

 
 
_____________________ 
Prof. Dr. Antonio Pich Zardoya 

Universitat de València 

Instituto de Física Corpuscular 

c/ Catedráico José Beltrán 

E-46980 Paterna (Valencia)  

Spain 

Tel: +34 963 543 531 

Email: pich@ific.uv.es 

 
 
_____________________  
Prof. Dr. Alexander Rothkopf  
Institutt for Matematikk og Fysikk 

Universitetet i Stavanger  

4036 Stavanger  

Postboks 8600 Forus, Norway 

Tel: +47 9 2228 217 

Email: alexander.rothkopf@uis.no  
 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Prof. Dr. Johanna Stachel 

Ruprecht-Karls Universität Heidelberg 

Physikalisches Institut 

Im Neuenheimer  Feld  226 

D-69120 Heidelberg, Germany 

Tel.: +49 6221 54 19501 

Email: stachel@physi.uni-heidelberg.de

 
 


